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Under the Paris Agreement, governments have committed to radically cutting carbon and other greenhouse gas emissions over the coming decades. This decarbonisation process has profound implications for both domestic and foreign policy, and is likely to have important geopolitical consequences. As a global power and leader on climate action, the EU has an important role to play in meeting these challenges.



          

    
          With the European Green Deal, launched by the European Commission in 2019, now at the heart of EU politics and its economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, it is even more pressing to consider what the EU foreign policy community should take into consideration when developing and implementing the deal’s external dimensions.
This report, supported by the German Federal Foreign Office and prepared by the Berlin-based think tank adelphi and the Institute for European Studies at the Free University of Brussels (VUB), provides insights on these dimensions of the European Green Deal, and on how EU external relations can evolve to accelerate and shape the transition to a decarbonised world. The report’s findings are based on six case studies – Azerbaijan, Canada, Colombia, Indonesia, Nigeria and Qatar.
This report contributes to the emerging literature on the geopolitical implications of decarbonisation and energy transition processes, with a specific focus on the EU’s foreign policies and external relations. The detailed case studies represent a broad cross-section of fossil fuel-exporting countries, and consider the complex interaction of the multiple factors at play in decarbonisation processes. Specifically, these case studies explore each country’s economic exposure to decarbonisation, their potential to diversify and develop a low-carbon economy, and their external relations with the EU.
Download:
Full Report (10 MB, high resolution version)
The Geopolitics of Decarbonisation_Report_10MB

Full Report (5 MB, low resolution version)
The Geopolitics of Decarbonisation_Report_5MB
Executive Summary
The Geopolitics of Decarbonisation_Summary
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  IPCC report calls for ‘immediate and deep’ carbon cuts to slow climate change
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          A new report from the IPCC finds that the world could face a more than 3° Celsius increase in the global average temperature over pre-industrial levels based on...
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  Complexity and uncertainty are the new normal: COVID-19, climate change & conflict prove it
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          As political and public narratives on COVID-19 shift towards the need to ‘build back better’, the pandemic continues to take a heavy toll for many. A new report...
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  The Geopolitics of Decarbonisation – A Report to Guide EU Foreign Policy
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          With the European Green Deal, the European Commission under President Ursula von der Leyen has committed to accelerating decarbonisation in Europe as a major...
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  The oil market’s got Covid-19: fossil fuel phase out in fast-forward? 
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          Decarbonisation won’t come as fast as the pandemic. But if fossil fuel exporters are not prepared for it, they will face an enduring crisis. The EU can help. 
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  "Building back better," not COVID-19, is a silver lining for the climate
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          Greenhouse gas emissions are down and air quality has gone up, as governments react to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the head of the UN Environment Programme...
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  Give Me Five! – Key Blocks to Guide a European Green Deal for EU Foreign Policy on the Geopolitics of Decarbonisation
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          Based on the findings from the report "Geopolitics of Decarbonisation" this policy brief focuses on six fossil-fuel exporting countries – Azerbaijan, Canada...
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  Geopolitics of Decarbonisation: Towards an Analytical Framework



      
              
              
    
          
              [image: Geopolitics of Decarbonisation_ Towards an Analytical Framework]

      






        

                    
          An increasing number of scholars and analysts point out that the necessary decarbonisation of the global economy will impact international affairs and...


        

          

    


              




      
            
          
              [image: ]

      



    

        
  	Global Issues
	Sustainable Transformation


    

  Foreign policy has the tools to take the SDGs forward – Interview with Oli Brown, Chatham House
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          WATCH: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are not supported by any binding mechanism; their implementation depends solely on political will and interstate...
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  Fragile Planet - The Politics and Economics of the Low-Carbon Transition
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          The 2015 Paris Agreement has focused global attention on the need for countries to address climate change risks. But not all countries are equal, in terms of...
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